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Dear Mr. Wheeler: 
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Your letter' dated January 20 / 1998 addressed- to 
Mr. Paul Taglianetti requesting a regulation or policy 
letter regarding the administration of the Diplomatic Tax 
Exemption Program has been referred to me for reply. 

Please be advised that, Rhode Island does not have a 
tax regulation regarding the Diplomatic Tax Exemption 
Program. Therefore, this letter is to be considered a 
policy letter regarding this matter. 
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The sale of tangible personal property is not subject 
to sales or use tax when sold or leased to foreign 
consular officers, employees, or members of their 
families, where a Tax Exemption Card (issued by the Office 
of Foreign Missions, U.S. Department of State pursuant to 
treaties or other diplomatic agreements with the United 
States) is presented. The exemption card issued by the 
U.S. Department of State identifies the bearer as exempt 
from tax and specifies the extent of the exemption. 

Tax applies to sales of tangible personal property to 
persons holding Tax Exemption Cards where- their total 
purchases in. a single-' transaction do not exceed the" 
minimum level of :exemption as specified on the Tax 
Exemption Card. 
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Invoices or other written evidence of sale must be 
retained by the retailer to support any deduction claimed 
on sales tax returns for sales to foreign consuls. The 
invoices should show the name of the purchaser, the name 
of the mission, the tax exemption number, the expiration 
date of the Tax Exemption Card, and the minimum level of 
exemption specified on the Tax Exemption Card. 
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Paul C. McVay 
Chief Revenue Agen 
Excise Tax Section 



